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EASTERTIDE 2017 
Recently I came across an old legend to do with Judas. It seemed 

appropriate to the season and it moved me very much. I want to share it 

with all who make up our Provincial family.   

Immediately after his death Judas found himself at the bottom of a 

slimy pit. He remained there for thousands of years – weeping copious 

tears of repentance and unable to climb out despite his efforts. 

Eventually his tears were spent and looking up he saw in the distance a 

source of bright light. His efforts were focused on climbing towards the 

light. After repeated back sliding Judas emerged into an Upper Room.  

The light was very bright. He could make out a group of men seated 

round a table. A voice that he recognized as belonging to Jesus spoke to 

him. “We have been waiting for you, Judas. We could not begin until you came.” 

If this legend makes us feel uncomfortable then clearly we have not yet fully grasped the 

redemptive power of the death and Resurrection of Jesus. Nor have we realized the mission that 

has been given to us by the Risen Lord. 

When Jesus commissioned the disciples he did not mention any exceptions or exclusions to 

the task. He did not say they were to proclaim the Good News to all – with the exception of 

Judas, Hitler, fallen Clergy, serial killers or terrorists. On the contrary the Easter message – the 

Resurrection and the salvation offered by Jesus was – and is to be extended to everybody 

without exclusion. 

This can be a hard lesson for us to learn.  The Easter season lasts a long time – and it takes 

that long for us to fully explore the Easter message and its significance for us and the world. In 

the period between the Easter event and the Ascension Jesus prepared the disciples for life after 

his departure. They were to preach the Gospel and to urge repentance of sins. 

We are his present day disciples and we are charged with the same message. 

I hope you have had a fruitful Lent and a great Easter celebration. I extend 

God’s Easter blessing to you and all whom you love and serve in His Name. 

Jennifer joins me in affirming “The Lord is Risen! He is Risen indeed! 

The Most Reverend  Frederick G. Morrison 

All Saints Cathedral, Tulsa, OK. 
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Easter in the Province 

 
Church of Our Saviour, Los Angeles, CA     All Saints, Bolingbrook, IL 

 

  
Christ Church, Carefree, AZ     St. George’s, Las Vegas, NV 

 

   
St. Peter’s, Oakland, CA 
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Confirmations and Ordinations 
It is always a joy to see confirmations and ordinations in the Church. Recently the Anglican 

Church of the Holy Comforter in Montevallo, Alabama, saw both in two days. 

  

Above on the left: The Rev. Mr. Shannon Clark, newly ordained Deacon, with his wife Tasha, 

and above on the right, listening to the sermon from Fr. Bryan Smith, Rector of Holy 

Comforter, explaining the duties of the Deacon. 

Below on the left: From left to right: Front row – Confirmands Rosie Nettles, Eric Bearden, and 

Donna Benoit; Back row – Deacon Clark, Right Reverend Dr. John E. Upham, Jr. (Diocesan 

Ordinary of the Diocese of the Atlantic States), and Fr. Smith. 

Below on the right: Bishop Upham and others watch as children read from Holy Scripture. 
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It Takes a Faith Community 

By: Father John LesCallett, Vicar 

Six years ago Madelyn Kennedy Barajas was born. Almost immediately she began 

attending church with her grandparents Fr. John and Rane`e LesCallett at the Church of the 

Atonement in Fountain Hills, Arizona.  The average age of the congregation is seventy, so 

having a newborn in church caused quite a stir. Through the years she has become an important 

part of the faith community; of course I may be a little biased because she is my granddaughter. 

But everyone has accepted her and made her feel very welcome.  

After six years of prayers her parents agreed to Madelyn’s baptism. And when I baptized 

her on Sunday February 26
th
 everyone was very excited; it was the first baptism at Atonement 

in years. So at the end of the service, instead of the usual pictures with parents and godparents, 

the entire congregation came forward to have their picture taken in support of our newest 

Christian.  

We give thanks to our good and gracious God.  
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The St. Joseph of Arimathea Foundation 
By Christine Sunderland, Board Member, St. Joseph of Arimathea Foundation 

The St. Joseph of Arimathea Foundation, formed by Chaplain Robert 

Sherwood Morse in 1960, was incorporated in the State of California as a 

nonprofit organization whose mission is "To promote the teaching and practice 

of the Christian faith at the University of California, and for other religious 

purposes." 

At that time, the late Archbishop Morse was Episcopal Chaplain at UC 

Berkeley. Chaplain Morse formed the Foundation to purchase property for a 

student center and chapel on the corner of Durant and Bowditch, one block 

from the university. On May 2, 1976, the Collegiate Chapel of St. Joseph of 

Arimathea was consecrated. 

The Foundation continues today in a support and 

landlord capacity to the Anglican Province of Christ the 

King (www.Anglicanpck.org): their Seminary, Chapel, 

and publishing house, the American Church Union 

(www.AmericanChurchUnion.com), entities that share office and storage 

space, as well as personnel. The Foundation oversees a residence for UC 

students (who usually serve as acolytes at Mass) and houses the Seminary 

library. In addition, a parish has formed around St. Joseph's Chapel 

(www.sjachapel.org), which the Foundation supports. Masses are offered 

Sundays and Thursdays, which include prayers for the Berkeley community and the university. 

St. Joseph of Arimathea is described in 

St. Matthew 27:57 as a rich man from the 

town of Arimathea, northwest of 

Jerusalem. According to St. John 19:39, 

Joseph buried Jesus in Joseph's new tomb, 

fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy. 

Tradition holds that St. Joseph of 

Arimathea, a sea trader in tin, brought the 

Holy Grail (the chalice of the Last Supper) 

to Glastonbury, England, in the first 

century, founding English Christianity. 

Glastonbury traditions claim that Joseph of 

Arimathea was Mary's uncle and thus 

related to Jesus. The Eastern Orthodox and 

Roman Catholic Churches also venerate Joseph of Arimathea, linking the East with the West. 

The dedication to St. Joseph also recalled Archbishop Morse's ordination to the priesthood 

in 1951 on February 22, the Feast of St. Joseph of Arimathea. 

The mission of the Foundation continues. Archbishop Morse's vision and legacy are seen 

today, as they witness to apostolic, sacramental Christianity one block from the University of 

California, Berkeley.  

Seminary Office Manager Marty Lal, students Jack and 

David, Fr. Larry Shaddix, Vicar, Fr. David Napier, 

students Johnathan, Jochim and James. 

http://www.anglicanpck.org/
http://www.americanchurchunion.com/
http://www.sjachapel.org/
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Nancy Morse Memorial 
In Seminary Chapel 

The Anglican Church Women of the APCK and its Dioceses have placed a plaque on the 

back of a new free-standing hymnal register board in memory of Nancy Morse, Archbishop 

Morse’s wife, in the Chapel of the Berkeley seminary, the St. Joseph of Arimathea Anglican 

Theological College.  
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Roderick Harlow Gourley 
June 16, 1929 – March 28, 2017 

By Wenona Gourley 

Known as Rod to family and friends, he was very interested 

in history, in particular family history, and wrote several books 

for the purpose of preserving the family history. He was a 

descendent, on his father’s side, from Ingelram deGourley, a 

Norman-Scot, 1
st
 Baron Kincraig (1174). His immigrant 

ancestor was Samuel Gourley, descended from the second son 

of the 13
th
 Baron, who came to the New World in 1784. Thomas 

Burrell Gourley and Althea Lillian Hinckley, his great-

grandparents came to California in 1859. 

Rod was born in Newman, CA, the only son of John Verner 

Gourley and Matilda Victoria Barnes. He and his parents lived 

in Gustine where his father was a creamery manager. The 

family moved to Dos Palos in 1935, where Vern managed a 

creamery and later owned a hardware store. 

Rod graduated from Dos Palos High School, where he 

eventually taught history. He attended UCLA and San Jose State College where he earned his 

BA in history and his general teaching credential. He was inducted into the Army in 1951 and 

became a Master Gunnery Sergeant. He was discharged in 1953 and in that same year met 

Wenona Faye Painter. Rod and Wenona raised a family of three children. They returned to 

Newman after retiring from a 30 year career managing retail department stores. 

He had many hobbies, in addition to his interest in history, including theology, linguistics, 

genealogy, gardening, and cabinetry. Additionally, he had deep faith and was very active in the 

church, being a licensed lay reader and preparing his grandchildren for confirmation. He 

coordinated the construction of Saint Martin of Tours in Concord. 

Rod was a devoted son, husband, father, grandfather, and friend who built lifelong 

friendships. His devotion to family was such that he took steps to preserve the histories of past 

family members through his writings. He had known and spoken to friends and family members 

who may have been born as long as 150 years ago, and preserved their stories. He did this not 

only to memorialize them, but also to give present and future generations the ability to better 

relate to their origins. 

Rod and Nona together created a powerful bond and strived to instill honorable values in the 

family. While the family was still young they created a family motto and crest. The motto, 

Honor, Wisdom, Justice (written in Gaelic) with the family crest and history has hung in their 

home for more than 50 years. The family gathered in 2014 for their 60
th
 wedding anniversary, 

all wearing shirts emblazoned with the family crest and motto. 

Rod is missed, but he is with us in spirit and his positive influences along with the 

memories of him carry on. 

Rod's Requiem will be held on Friday morning, May12
th
, at the Western States Diocesan 

Synod.  
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The American Church Union, publishers 

for the Anglican Province of Christ the King, 

announces a new release: All Is Grace, A 

Collection of Pastoral Sermons by The Rt. 

Rev. Robert Sherwood Morse, First 

Archbishop, Anglican Province of Christ the 

King.  

Reflecting an era of tremendous change, 

from World War II to post Nine-Eleven, 

Archbishop Morse's sermons, firmly grounded 

in Holy Scripture and Church Tradition, 

profoundly express what it means to be a 

Christian. In a culture of denial and despair, 

the Archbishop leads us to the God of love 

and life, so that we may know grace, today 

and in eternity.  

Paperback, Perfect Bound, 309 pages. 

Introductory Price: $10. 

https://americanchurchunion.com/ .  

Sign Up for Youth Camp Now 

The Archbishop Robert Sherwood Morse 

Youth Camp 2017 will take place from 

Sunday afternoon, July 2nd, at 4:00 p.m. to 

Friday Morning, July 7th, at 10:00 a.m. at  

Warm Beach Camp in Stanwood, Washington, 

about an hour north of Seattle. 

The goal of the Camp is to bring young 

Anglicans together to worship God especially 

in the Eucharist, to learn more about the 

foundations of their Faith, to grow more fully 

in their commitment to their Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ, to form friendships that will last 

through the years and to just plain have fun. 

See http://www.bishopmorseyouthcamp.org.  

 
 

Christus Rex is the national publication of the 

Anglican Province of Christ the King. 

Abp. Frederick G. Morrison 

4040 East 91st Street  

Tulsa, OK 74137 

Copyright © 2017, Anglican Province of 

Christ the King.   

All rights reserved. No part of this newsletter 

may be reproduced in any form without 

permission.  

Contact:  

The Most Rev. Frederick G. Morrison 

office@allsaintstulsa.org 

The APCK Provincial web site is available on 

the internet at http://www.anglicanpck.org 

Editor: Monty C. Stanford, Ph.D. 

messenger@anglicanpck.org  

https://americanchurchunion.com/
http://www.bishopmorseyouthcamp.org/
mailto:office@allsaintstulsa.org
http://www.anglicanpck.org/
mailto:messenger@anglicanpck.org

